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Shared Harvest Foodbank distributed emergency food boxes to 1,335 families Saturday at Fairfield Hi

Sl i i i e

School. Officlals say they extended the distribution event due to response. Around 60 Ohlo National
Guard and Army Reserve members assisted 20 staff and volunteers. e L HUBBARD / SHARED HARVEST FOODBANK

Shared Harvest has record
food distribution demand

Official says agency also needs
donations to help replenish supply.

By Michael D.Pitman
Staff Writer

FAIRFIELD — Shared Harvest Foodbank is distribut-
ing food at never-before-seen rates, said its exec-
utive director.

Executive Director Terry Perdue said his agency
has distributed the same amount of food in two
weeks that they historically would pass out in
two months.

In their past few distributions, officials have seen
record numbers of people seeking food, even before
the outbreak of the novel coronavirus, known as
COVID-19. On Saturday at Fairfield High School,
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BY THE NUMBERS

Here are some facts and figures after Saturday's
Shared Harvest Foodbank distribution event at
Fairfield High School:

1,335 Families served

60 Members of the Ohio National Guard
and Army Reserve who assisted

20 Staff and volunteers who assisted

408 Shared Harvest’s previous one-day

mass distribution event record set in February
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they served more than 3.5
times the number of fam-
ilies than they did in their
then-record-setting Febru-
ary distribution event.

But Perdue was surprised
they didn’t get more than the

1,335 families that received
emergency food supplies

that included fresh, frozen
and pantry items. They
planned for 2,000 families
to get meals.

“I think that people were
overwhelmed by the num-
ber of cars and just turned
away,” he said. “I think peo-
ple came and decided to
leave because of the wait.”

Perdue said officials are see-
Ing people at these distribu-
tion events that never before
needed food assistance.
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In their past few distributions, Shared Harvest Foodbank officials have seenrecord
numbers of people seeking food, even before the outbreak of the novel coronavirus,
known as COVID-19. On Saturday at Fairfield High School, they served more than 3.5
times the number of familiesthan they did intheir then-record-setting February
distribution event. E.L. HUBBARD PHOTOS / SHARED HARVEST FOODBANK

About 60 Ohio National
Guard and Army Reserve
members assisted Saturday
with 20 foodbank staff and
volunteers.

Shared Harvest and 11
other foodbanks are distrib-
uting food at record rates
since the novel coronavirus
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outbreak, according to the
Ohio Association of Food-
banks.

Perdue said Shared Harvest
needs to replenish its supply
at the same rate it’s being
distributed and are asking
for donations. He expects
the foodbank may need to

ask for monetary donations
In order to purchase food.

Ohio Gov. Mike DeWine
said on Friday at his daily
coronavirus press confer-
ence it’s “very concerning”
of the foodbanks’ need.

“We have to make sure that
the foodbanks have the food

that they need. It certainly
IS a priority,” the governor
said about the Foodbank.
Ohio Association of Food-
banks has made a plea for $25
million in emergency fund-
Ing as Executive Director Lisa
Hamler-Fugitt told the Asso-
ciated Press Ohio’s 12 food-
banks are seeing between a
100 to 500 percent increase

in demand for assistance.
“If you have enough,

please make sure that your
family, friends and neigh-
bors have the food that they
need,” Hamler-Fugitt said to
the Associated Press. “Hun-
ger 1S just six doors away,
and it looks a whole lot like
you and me.”

DeWine said on Friday his
administration will “have
something shortly” pertain-
ing to that request.

Perdue said there isa “fair
share allocation” when funds

are divided among Ohio’s 12
foodbanks, which includes
population, the number of
people living in poverty,
unemployment numbers,
those receiving other ben-
efits.

Perdue said if Shared Har-
vest doesn’t replenish its
supply at the same rate as
it’s leaving, they’ll have to
purchase food. While fresh
and canned food is needed,
vegetables are a need at the
moment.

Shared Harvest will imple-
ment a door-step delivery to
some who are in self-isolation
and do not want to leave their
homes. He said they’re build-
ing a list of names and will
likely launch that in about
a week.

Contact thisreporter at
513-820-217/5 oremal
Michael.Pitman@coxinc.com.
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