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Guard aids with food distribution at Fairfield school

Sue Kiesewetter
Special 1 Cinginnati Enguirer
U5A TODAY NETWORK

FAIRFIELD - Shared Harvest Food-
bank is moving Saturday’s monthly food
distribution to Falrfleld Senior High
School.

The move is belng done in anticipa-
tion of an exponential increase in the
number of families needing assistance,
said Terry Perdue, the foodbank’s exec-
utive director.

Last weekend Perdue said the food-
bank planned to distribute 1,015 boxes of
food at its Piqua site — more than triple
the 301 households it served in February.

“Forty-two househokds were turmed
away,” Perdue said. “After seeing what
happened last weekend, there was no
way we could accommodate the poten-
tial increase here or the traffic.”

The Ohlo Army National Guard s pre-
paring food boxes for 2,000 families at
the pantry. In the past year, the highest
number of families served from the food-
bank's Ohio 4 warehouse distribution
aite was 408 families.

That distribution backed up traffic on

R

Cars lined up last

week for the Shnnd Harvest Foodbank’s Pigua distribution.

Food boxes will be distributed Saturday from Fairfield Senior High School from
10 a.m. to noan, instead of the foodbank's Ohio 4 warehouse, srovioeD ProTO

Ohio 4 1o Jungle Jim's International Mar-
ket, more than a mile away.

The move to the high school was ar-
manged through the Ohio Army National
Guard in eooperation with the Fairfield

City Sehools.

“It's another good opportunity to
reach out to our community and provid-
ed the resources that are needed” said
Jeff Madden, director of student ser-

vices, “Shared Harvest has been a sup-
porting organization for our kids for a
number of years through the backpack

Program.

About 100 pounds of food 1= ineluded
in each box — enough to last a family of
four for five days, Perdue sald. In addi-
tion to the box, each family will get a bag
of frozen meal products and prodiuce -
maostly apples and oranges.

Alogether, Perdue estimates about
200,000 pounds of food will be distrib-
uted Sa 3

The distribution will be drive-through
and conducted in the front parking lot at
the school, from 10a.m. to noon, with na-
tional guardsmen and Ohio Reserve
Guardsmen directing traffic and Inading
the food into vehicles.

Typically, each family receiving food
has to fill out a form, produce photo iden-
tification, provide residency verification,
and slgn a form. Those requirements
have been waived.

Anyone picking up food has to give
their name, address and number of peo-
ple in thelr household. If they are preve-
glistered at a local pantry, the card given
to them from the pantry will be scanned.
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